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Trenton Train Station Redevelopment Plan
Community Meeting
June 25, 2008

The City of Trenton

Douglas H. Palmer, Mayor

Sasa Olessi Montano, Acting Director, Housing & Economic Development

Comments from Community Comment Sheets

1. Comments
What would you like the Trenton Train Station Redevelopment Area to be like in 5 to 10 years?

Things to think about:

1. Challenges to achieving this vision?

2. How to overcome challenges?

3. Relationships between station area and adjacent areas?

1. Will the plan identify property taxes impact on city property taxes?
2. Will the residential component be evaluated for impact on school and classroom student to teacher ratio?

3. How will the plan compare office availability $/per sq ft on Route 1, Route 295, and Route 130 rental to the sq ft available proposed rental market there and around the train station?

Other comments

2. Comments

What would you like the Trenton Train Station Redevelopment Area to be like in 5 to 10 years?

No! Sooner

Things to think about:

1. Challenges to achieving this vision?

2. How to overcome challenges?

3. Relationships between station area and adjacent areas?

Other comments

3. Comments

What would you like the Trenton Train Station Redevelopment Area to be like in 5 to 10 years?

Quaint yet hip.  With businesses and restaurants that will attract people from other areas.  I would like to see Trenton as a city people would like to tour.

Things to think about:

1. Challenges to achieving this vision?   Crime ridden
2. How to overcome challenges?   Bring down the crime rate.  Then build and they shall come
3. Relationships between station area and adjacent areas?  More buses from train station to other neighborhoods
Other comments

4. Comments

What would you like the Trenton Train Station Redevelopment Area to be like in 5 to 10 years?

People friendly
Things to think about:

1. Challenges to achieving this vision?

2. How to overcome challenges?

3. Relationships between station area and adjacent areas?

Other comments

City need to get out of real estate business now. They hold tax properties in target areas    
5. Comments

What would you like the Trenton Train Station Redevelopment Area to be like in 5 to 10 years?

24-hour use (not a ghost town at night)
Things to think about:

1. Challenges to achieving this vision? Too much office space
2. How to overcome challenges? Integrate residential into towers near train station
3. Relationships between station area and adjacent areas? People need incentives to live and play near their workplaces.  A loan find for local businesses in the Roebling Gateway Redevelopment area should be established.
Other comments

A program to increase homeownership and do streetscape improvements in the immediate residential vicinity needs to be established.
6. Comments

What would you like the Trenton Train Station Redevelopment Area to be like in 5 to 10 years?

Mixed-use with public space, public art, greenery.  Office/educational ie. Higher education; Art-related tenants; Loft or other residential
Things to think about:

1. Challenges to achieving this vision? Parking! Put it underground
2. How to overcome challenges?

3. Relationships between station area and adjacent areas? Walkways-Don’t make like Newark outside.  Make unloading/loading and garbage for trucks off roadways- work into design of building
Other comments

7. Comments

What would you like the Trenton Train Station Redevelopment Area to be like in 5 to 10 years?

I would love to see Trenton self-efficient.  When I came to Trenton I could do everything, sit down with family at a nice family restaurant.  Nearby hotel to sleep 
Things to think about:

1. Challenges to achieving this vision? Gangs
2. How to overcome challenges? Stronger police force and public involvement
3. Relationships between station area and adjacent areas?

Other comments

I want to stay in Trenton for my basic needs and not have to go to surrounding communities when my money could stay at home in Trenton
8. Comments

What would you like the Trenton Train Station Redevelopment Area to be like in 5 to 10 years?

I would like it to look like the new Washington TWP development or Celebration in Florida, Atlantic Station in Atlanta, something along the lines of “New Urbanism” planned development
Things to think about:

1. Challenges to achieving this vision? Perceived “crime” in Trenton
2. How to overcome challenges? Combining historic sites and new development
3. Relationships between station area and adjacent areas? Connecting other areas of the city from this gateway
Other comments

Develop around the two Victorian homes near the gas station
Vision: Human-scale development that respects the existing historic neighborhoods.  Mixed-use development that will reach out/connect to the existing business community, so that workers don’t go from train to work to train without engaging in business or pleasure in the city.  Development that actually happens and doesn’t end with a painted water and nothing else.

Challenges: Making it more than a pretty plan that never happens.

9. Comments

What would you like the Trenton Train Station Redevelopment Area to be like in 5 to 10 years?

Booming business mecca (safe and successful one)
Things to think about:

1. Challenges to achieving this vision?

2. How to overcome challenges?

3. Relationships between station area and adjacent areas?

Other comments

Take a look at the wonderful job done in Atlanta on the “Atlantic Station.”  Google “Atlantic Station” to see.  Save the two Victorians next to the gas station on Greenwood and paint some lines on the roads.
10. Comments

What would you like the Trenton Train Station Redevelopment Area to be like in 5 to 10 years?

High-tech commerce, business, upper-income living.  State-of-the-art public transportation.  Attractive waterfront businesses and condos.  Historic districts upgrade streets, sidewalks, and lighting
Things to think about:

1. Challenges to achieving this vision?

2. How to overcome challenges?

3. Relationships between station area and adjacent areas?

Other comments

New, green, reurbanization; waterfront development.  Eliminate brownfields and tenement buildings.  Promote business, inner-city commuting.  Increase property values in historic districts.  First need a new mayor and proper law enforcement (a police chief) to get rid of gangs and drug dealers.
Comments from the Public Discussion Period
· Place for zipcars, less parking lots

· Removal of Sunoco gas stations a concern 

· Emergencies – access to gas

· Parking regulations behind station – difficult 

· Drop/pickup walnut

· Thru-traffic – difficult
(Amtrak)

· What happens to historic properties next to high rises?

· What about residents?

· Compatibility?

· Scale?

· Quality of Life

· Leave what we have (assets – historic)

· Balance new opportunities

· What happens when tax credits are gone?

· Sustainable development

· How does recent appellate court ruling impact development?

· Materials on website, trentonnj.org

· Rebuild new housing for workers, where housing is falling apart

· Have developers participate


· Before Office Buildings

· Residents not always getting new jobs

· Cities need help from federal government

· What about property owners who will be displaced?

· Need to know plans

· Start talking with property owners

· Cars at station park wherever they want

· Different ways to resolve displacement

· Belmar

· Belmar is not Trenton; don’t compare to other cities

· Need to do something about crime; boarded up buildings

· Neighborhood Stabilization Program in works for long time (dilapidated housing)  

· Empty homes are multiplying

· Long term residents want grants – housing/neighborhood improvement

· Long term residents should be priority

· Many houses need to be cleaned up

· Do something interested with buildings architecturally

· Can community groups meet regularly to talk about this?

· Address existing issues – crime, gang issues

· Environment is major concern

· Environmentally conscious buildings – clean

· Don’t be a ghost town after 5 pm

· How do we make it a safe walk home?

· Have a part of plan for residential improvement

· Get a full service grocery store, get retail businesses that serve residents 

· Workforce development – what plans to educate residents to get jobs?

· Involve local, minority-owned businesses as contractors in development

· Second story walkways should be avoided

· Smaller projects to hire local businesses, Infill projects

· Can’t afford to lose historic buildings (vista)

· Get New York money in Trenton to live here

· Don’t use eminent domain

· Make sure there will be economic benefits 

· There are houses that need to be torn down, trees through

· Concerned that road widenings, other changes could happen and kill neighborhood

· Need to consider people being relocated

· Consider existing residents first

· Stop waiting, make revitalization happen 

· Don’t nickel and dime it, get it done

· Look at infrastructure from citywide perspective 

· How to get people to and from bus station

· Residential feel, Quality of life

· Respect surrounding historic districts – assure those buildings will stay

· Redevelopment plan has eminent domain – turns of residents

· Huge cities in Europe cut off traffic, Frankfurt is best

· If want community need families – children 

· What is next step? When are opinions heard?

· Explain Federal Relocation Act + Process – people’s rights
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